2021 Gratitude Report
North Star Reach Camper & Family Programs

Your Support Delivered
New Year-Round Programs
that Will Shape Our Future
Given the increased isolation of
families caring for a child with a
life‐threatening illness during
the second year of the
pandemic, our families told us
they urgently needed more
resources. You helped us to
respond with an expanded
offering of programs and
resources for both campers and
their parents through a range of
innovative alternative and safely
designed in‐person programs.

Delivering Transformative
Experiences to Our Camper
Families Has Never Been More Vital
Despite the uncertainty and challenges due
to the pandemic in 2021, your generosity
enabled us to deliver 1,291 transformative
experiences to campers and families
across Michigan and 11 other states.
Our programs served patients with a range
of complex chronic illnesses who receive
medical care at more than two dozen
leading pediatric hospitals.
Even as the pandemic comes under control
and we resume traditional in‐person camp,
these programs will remain viable year‐
round options for especially vulnerable
populations.

Embracing Innovation to
Deliver Experiences of a
Lifetime for Kids Who
Are Especially Isolated
Our experience with virtual
programming in 2021 taught
us that the most engaging
online experiences combine
interactive Zoom experiences
with a chance for campers to
make, create and discover
things in the physical world
while connecting with friends.
Our program innovations
included “Camp Care
Packages” with thoughtfully
curated supplies to inspire art
making, science discoveries,
and personal expression and
spirited team‐building games.

Gratitude for the Summer
Camp-at-Home Experience
from a Camper Mom
“Max was over the moon to get his
box today ahead of participating in
epilepsy camp! He immediately
filled out the postcards to tell his
friends from school that he’s
attending camp.
“He was diagnosed with epilepsy in
December and also carries a pretty
much lifelong diagnosis of mild
cerebral palsy.
“As a parent, it has been difficult to
find things that he can “fit” with,
and I was so excited to learn about
this opportunity. He’s so excited to
make some new friends!”

“Max had the BEST week! What a special time!”

Adapting to the Changing
World to Bring Joy,
Community and Fun to the
Whole Family
With guidance from our Medical
Advisory board and generous
support from donors and
volunteers, North Star Reach in 2021
hosted unique opportunities for
families caring for chronically ill
children to safely connect with
other families, volunteers, donors,
and staff.
These experiences included a special
drive‐in movie and pizza evening at
camp and a late‐summer ballgame
at Jimmy Johns Field (north of
Detroit).

Gratitude from a Parent
with a Newly Diagnosed
Child Who Needed a
“Strong Village”
“We were lucky enough to
attend the Halloween Glow
event and we were blown
away! It was crystal clear that
our only job as parents was to
have fun with our son. It's
painful to say, but oftentimes
we're running around to
appointments and therapies
and don't get the chance to
truly sit and play. That day
was a true play date for us.”
‐ Kassondra, pictured with her husband and
son during NSR’s “Halloween Glow” drive‐in
and pizza event in October

“Shortly after I learned about my son's rare genetic illness in
February 2021, I knew I needed a strong village surrounding me.”

Virtual Support Groups:
Fostering Long-Lasting
Connections with Friends
Who Just “Get It”
Started as a pilot program in the
fall of 2020, these facilitated
peer‐to‐peer virtual gatherings
are now ongoing. Given the
needs of kids living with serious
illness to connect with others to
lessen loneliness and social
isolation, the COVID pandemic
has only deepened their need for
connection. The bi‐weekly virtual
gatherings are also designed to
help build coping skills and offer a
safe place for campers to express
themselves, laugh and have fun
with their friends.

“My 15-year-old daughter has epilepsy. She is very quiet and doesn't
like to share anything about herself. This was a safe place for her to
be around other people with similar concerns without feeling
pressure. She looked forward to each meeting.” - Camper mom

Parent Support Groups
Fostering Peer-to-Peer
Support & Mentoring
Meeting under the guidance
of a trained professional,
parent support groups, open
to any parent or child with a
serious illness at no charge,
support caregivers in times of
crisis‐‐and healing. Several
parents, who first joined in
2020, have gone on to take on
mentoring roles, with the goal
of helping other caregivers.

“I love the support groups with other parents. I've never opened up this much in
the past….Especially with the coronavirus going on, these sessions are a lifesaver.
I’m very grateful.” – Kathy P., pictured with her husband and son

Expanding Free
Conferences for Parents
& Caregivers of
Chronically Ill Children
The North Star Reach “Serious
Support” conference series
expanded in 2021, with the
addition of a “Coping with
Loss” conference in the spring.
We also hosted our second
annual “Family Care
Conference” in October. Both
conferences brought together
medical professionals and
health experts virtually to
support to caregivers of
children with serious illnesses.
View conference talks:
• Coping with Loss Conference
• Family Care Conference

On Behalf of the Campers
and Families We Serve, Our
Heartfelt Thanks
We can’t do this life‐changing work
without you. Thank you for your
investment in North Star Reach and
for making a positive impact in the
lives of hundreds of children living
with serious illnesses and their
families during a time when they
need connection, community, and
hope more than ever.
As we welcome campers back to
camp and continue to expand our
family support programs, we look
forward to finding new
opportunities to partner with you.

